Introduction
The African rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes m on o ceros (Olivier) (Coleoptera; Scarabaeidae), is one of the most destructive pests o f commercial coco nut, oil and date palm in Africa (Hill, 1983) . While the larvae develop in decomposing organic matter, adults feed inside of unopened fronds and meristem of palms. B eetle attacks kill young palms, provide entry holes for lethal diseases and other destructive insects, damage inflorescences and re duce photosynthetically active foliage, thereby diminishing revenue of oil and coconut production (Mariau et al., 1981 O. m onoceros is currently controlled by silvicul tural m ethods (Hinckley, 1973; Ouvrier, 1980 ) and removal of adults from young palms and larvae from decomposing logs. Pheromone-based trap ping would be an ideal alternative and/or ad ditional strategy to manage rhinoceros beetles in Africa. We report the identification of a male-produced aggregation pherom one in O. monoceros. 
Materials and Methods

Male
Results and Discussion
GC and G C -E A D analyses of Porapak en trapped volatiles obtained from aerations of either
Oryctes males, females or both sexes combined re vealed two male specific compounds (Fig. 1) from male and female antennae (Fig. 2) . This male-specific compound was not detected by FID, GC-MS or E A D in female-produced volatiles (Fig. 1) . GC-MS of the antennally active com pound (Fig. 3) (Fig. 3) , we hypothesized that the compound was ethyl 4-methyloctanoate. Identical retention and mass spectrometric characteristics as well as comparable antennal activity of synthetic and male-produced ethyl 4-methyloctanoate con firmed this structural assignment.
In a field experiment, ethyl 4-methyloctanoate released at 30 mg/day attracted 6 males and 5 fe males in 9 days, whereas the known attractant ethyl chrysanthemate at 30 mg/day did not attract any Oryctes. Lower release rates of the pherom one were not attractive.
In assessing absolute trap captures, low relative abundance o f these very large insects must be taken into account. In 1992 e.g., weekly removal of Oryctes from palms had revealed ~9 adults per hectare per month in these plantations (M. Zebeyou, unpublished). Had the pheromone experiment been conducted in beetle-preferred coconut rather than oil palm stands, and not prior to but in the middle of the raining season during which Oryctes is more abundant ( U nlike these previously identified sex phero mones in the Scarabaeidae, ethyl 4-methylocta noate is a novel aggregation pheromone for which we propose the trivial name "oryctelure". Future research targets the developm ent and implemen tation of oryctelure for control of O. m onoceros in commercial oil, coconut, and date palms in Africa.
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